The Master of Screen Depravity Speaks

ctor Klaus Kinski wears the label
Uniotorious” el As farmous Ros
his offscreen antics (e has for in
stance, the wnforunate habit o
o marmy of his direciors as
‘b as b is for bis onscresn pedor

relering
assholes!

mances, the German-boem actor bas rmacde

wwer 175 films including Venam, Moslarati,

Ay

W, ALY

ath of Sod, For A Few Dellars More
Circws of Fear, Schizod, Wopzedck, Lifsspan,
Ancirnid  and, of Couwrse,
much chronichsd production which once
again fownd Rim working withd pitbed against
direcior Wermer Herzof "You want bo
direct me!” he once railed at the flmmaker

“Youw're a cheart direchor?'’)

T hea Eathver of aciress Mastassia Kirski, Klaus
now lives in Calbiformia, The ||_||||_|w||'3 ribesr-
wienw wias dore in-hebaseen bursts of hyparsc-
trwity o Kinski's pard as he wound dossn bils
first science fiction film [ndresal and bgan
dubbsing the Amancan prird af Filzcarraldo

It is nol for,the squeamish oF Tolks whao
shkdder at kdiosyneratic behavior,
Famgona: How do you prepare for a typical
ey
Klaus Kinski: | don't do typical movies,
Famg: Ok, How do you prepan: for a movie?
Kareska: | don't, | don™ even run |"u|:||,3|' iy
lires. A bt oof wehat | do oormees from how | get
alorg with my diresclor. Paogde abways say
that wou cannot change the Bible and you
AN -'h-'ll'lﬁr“ =hagespeare, Bul me! |
abways change things, | have to. | am like that
Fang: Have you ever wonoed with o genius?
Kinski: (laughingd Words, ‘Wonds  texday
bk meeanings. Wonds are losing their vales
Ihl'w:'-:l.l','.. People don't communicabe what
thes mean. I someone tells me “This :"rh:w*
is genius,” what does that reean? This idshit
If this cofiee s genius, then whal dioes
“Renius’” mean anymione? | don'l believe in
words arymore. “Mave a coke and a smile.”
I have a coke and it hurts my @omach
bescome sick
Fang: Why do you abways play villains?
Kinskk: 171 had refused a lot of the mosies I've
done, you'd (= asking me why | absways
p‘.:l'rﬂ'l,"."ll,"u"l,'lfi 15 just @ riatter of Biming ard
msney, | don't think too much abodt i
Famg: But vou have dorme quita o few hornor
Mceies
Kinskd: Horror mowies? Mo, Horrible moreies!
Yes, When the mdney was good
Fangs Do youw cordider yoursel typecast
Kinski: People try to pigeonhole me. In Ger
TRk —il Wy st COUnmy—CrnbsCs By 1o
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Kinskl with Isabelle Adjani in Herzog's
Mo ferain,

label me, But | elude them. | once nefused
marmy rakes because | didn’t want 1o be
typecast. Thon, | staded playing kilors, | was
s aoing my job, | did it well, | kil peophe
Hrear N mokes

F'I‘-Ci[_lh:" SEaArtnd sesing me an k et movies
and theny'd day “We hawe 3 murderar in this
rmareee! el Kanskit™ I'd sign a little piece of
paper and find out Later that I'd signed o dhoe
frve killer mowies mad gl the Gie | ey
risadd 1he comnbracs

| weorkes] thast way because | didn® care. A
Uy on the sires) dossn't cane what he steaks
Thez posnt s 1o steal somethong. He steals jus)
s sty alivee, For a hong pssriod of ime, Ldida’t
care wihal mawie | made or whene | made it
Famg: Has your athitude chanped?
Baineski: & e, | conbnied mot ;_.|r|r|g._‘.|.:l||_||ﬂi|
I moticed that everyone was doimg very well
e pl for e because | was the anly one
ol canng. S0 1 med around, looked at
Caermiany amd said “Fock You!™
the silly movies | made were my fault. But i
wikdn'| readly a fael. Bowas pust the way | was.

1 beit, A ook oof

Thi w ay | am

F.'IHE! Hir |:||| el |:||_'i-;'||'||'- l.'\.|'|-: |'| THIvH 10
F o W B

Kinskiz Circumstances vary, Sometimes, it's
“Who's geming pasd more? “Who has 1o
ok lomger?* Igiets funing. “If WO o ' give
mae this andd this, Pl say FRCE YOU, YOH
SHITHEALD.™ I really don't waoery abast ary
of this, sostly, | don't cana,

Famg: Do you care less about acting mow
than when wou first started

Kinskiz I've mever cared bess or more, s
dlways been the same. 1 was doing a mosie
thiat was really Dad, | absways realiesd thal
haid §o F|.I',.'I'I'|5.' el s |-',|':|’H_|.i'~||_|| |,:-||_":||:' I\.'|.'|'|_"'|'
the camera was an me. The fact that the
e wes folal shil did nod bother me.

For exarmipke, ber's <y that thera's o har
that is used o HavIng the vicl i enocel et by,
Let's sy thal hand belongs te the world's
presstest violinist. Bud, 1the man finds himsel
oul o weork. Someond bells him 7l don't hae
F] |._.|| for a wiolinist bu | do have a jiaka o
wimenne who is willing to camy out trach

The: violimist tabkes the job. He has todo his
resy ol well or @lie he won't get paic. Hee
won'l eal, Although s hand is forced 10
carmy gartage, that doesn't diminish the skill
of thie hard,

Famg: Dioas i ever bolher vou that yow've
never been in g box office hig?

Kinski: Mo, because that is nof impodant, IF]
hadn't refused Ken Russcll, Fellini and
'_-ir_.l:_-\.'r_:-u:'g and maike theaip o when ey
askoed me, my life would be no different. It is
riid, rvy falt that | accepted one monvse and
turresd dovsn another, | don™ see army point in
delending rysel, either,

Faing: Suppose a producer walked imo this
TEHHT r-th s @] saidl Elaus, | have 215
million and

Kinskk: I'dl sy g it bo me. In cash, please
Fang: “Elaus. | have $15 million 1o finance
any e youl'd like bo make " What would
wiwr icleal r-|I| =t

Kinskiz | wouldn't care what | played, | as
ong & he gave me the entire 15 million
There isn't one rode 1'd like 10 play, Thene ane
rrarg ard fhere are none, 've ahy 35 SOHTI-
ted b being a prostibute, | sell mysel for
money, | don't have 10 see rmvseld 1p on the
serern s Mapdeon o feel sanisied abot a
v, B woul pay mi a lotof money, 'l ben
WO [T

Famg: Wihat do you oonsider yourworss miled
Kimskl: WWho can say? Sormeone wanded
make a mosie with me as Adolf Hither, once.
It wasabout 10wears ago, Onginally, this pro-



i weanbed 1o make a fricviet almouk Ludwig
11 with me as L|_||'|l.'\..'|._] Firie. |-_..-5-'-,.-'_|'u|'|g-.-.-|_-n|
WD E with this i™ck MR meowvie. He couldn
Red it made. | walked Lp o bt vellimge. *"ou
owe e mioney! Give me my maonesy!’

Hee said, “loan't do the movde, but | can of-
fer wioud anirther role Aol Hitler,™ | said
“Frek you, vou asshobke!™ and walked out,

Some years later, someons asked me sy |
diddn’t do it, Aside from the fact that | dion’t
think Hitler is pariculardy imteresting, | didn’
ol bescauds | would have been betier than
Adoll Hitker. 1 could hoee delivensd his
speeches a bot betber. | | that's for certain,
Fam@: You ve dome a kol of fairly macabne
MoviEs in your caneer, bosiees like Circus of
Fear, Venown, Marguis De Sade: Justine and
L 1 Yard v D, Mabuse
Kineskis S0 whar?

Famg: Do pou feel any affinity 1osards that
type of movie!

Kinski: Mone whatsoever, Some | do
because of the story. Some | do becawse of
the money, Some | do because of the direc-
tor

Fang: W'ould youw ever li%e bo direct a movie]
Kinski: Mo, 'vee been directing ryseld for
weark, |elon ™t bave b pecne [0 the wardd that |
candirect a reovie, Direc ing & macdness, The
only pood Uheng about it (s that il wou®re really
obsessed with mindes you'll be a greal direc-
tor. Working with a great director is wonder-
ful for an actor becausa it means that wou're
niot forced 1o take the advice of an idiot.
Fang: Cho you think most directors are idiots?
Kinski; Some. Mot all. As an actor, vou don't
have the choice of working with whom vou
please. You bry to do the best you can, Even
iz m o e on a mesevie with a neal idiot fora
director and the movie is a real pain inthe ass
ooy, B dowessn't pany b complain all the time
because, despilé the fact thad the rvie i
shit, wou'ne shill making mone maney than
nomal people do.

Fang: Honw cleryow raact whhen pou sieponto
thee st o & miowie and realize that iUs a real
dogd

Kinski: | try 1o burn the studio down, Hiehs
hieh, Just kiclding, There's no visual reaction
bt you cerainky fesl it desp down inside,
Sometimes you iy 0 help the movie o
el as you can. But thal nesver workswhen
vou're working with an arrcgant directar,
Sormecne yiou cannol talk o,

I weorked on a movie in England recernthy
that was impossible. Everything the direcior
said waswrong. | would sav, “Look, I'll show
yiu that it cannod woek that way.” He
woukdn't listen. | couldn't help myseli. “F*ck
youu!™ | say, How can you get caught wp in a

Am p hidnapper in Venom, Kinski grapples with a murderous snake.

mowtie when vou wind up fighting for eveny
scenef Every shot? What's the point! How
Can vou arguse with somieone who abeays has
1oy b rightd Eveen if o can prosse o hirm that
he is nat rightf

Fang: Are you as difficult bowark with as peo-
ple say?

Kinsgki: Mei Mo, Look, 've been actinga long
time, You just knose some things after a
while. You can’t abways explain them 1o peo-
ple. Wou'll see things about the lighting.
You'll notice how wour body is being posie
tined. I it's being positioned wrong, you'll
ask ““What are you dairg this for?™ If no one
pays atbertion, youll say “Dayou like my as
in the: middle of your scemne? I pou like it that

Isabelle Adjani heeps Kinskl's Dracula by her bedside til the coming of the mormdng Bght.
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In New World's production of Asndrodd, Kinski's keeps the title character's hamds full with his neck. New Wordd s also ike
dilsiributor for Fitzcarraldo, the latest collaboration between Hlnskl and director Wemner Hereog, pHOTC 5 1@ NEw @ORLO

much, why dont you just photogragh oy
assi"

" gotten in trouble at imes becawse 1
s by @ dlinecton is ruining a movie and Il
bry 10 Fake i Detber,

Famg: Cinee of your latest films, Fitzcanabdo s
already something of a legend

Kinskiz Yeah, they made a legend ot of it
I's strange bo see how a legend gros.
Famg: How did this one groed

Kimskl: Wermer Herog imvents his own
kegends to make himself look interesting. He
watk wriling down motes the entine tirme he
was shooting the film. He had a molebook
wiith him, ahasns. It ool hém longer towrite
his bedger than it did to film the movie, Every
thres minutes, be'd be off seribbling. He was
printing tinier than the prirtyou fird in the Bi-
ble, Brave! You can pant smaller than the
Bikile

He would send these lefiers back to
reEwspapers in Germarny, lilke some exploner
describing the conguest of the Morh Pole.
“This moming, Kinski tempts me. , . but |
resist! | cannot give upl'” That sort of shit,
hanee the feeding that Kinsk is tevrified of be
iryg filmsed!™

OF course | was temified of being filmed!
The cameraman didn’t know arything about
lighting ard half the crew didn't understand
the movie.

Fang: ‘Was filrming in the Amazon jungle as
rouigh as Herzog states?

Kinshi: W'e made it rough, The jungle is lde
imeli. A thousand ilimes more afiee than
arything vou've ever seen. We didn't po
there 1o be a part of it, We invaded i, We
shaved Ehe junghe and made a stinking camgs
in the middle of L Radics blamng. It was
disgusting.

Harzop was most intenesiad in chowang the
weorkd that he could pull a 2501on shipowvera
mauniain, That's the plot of the movie. |
would sy things like “You ane siupid! This
task s stuped? What ane you treing bo proved
American mosie makers would use a small,
rcled shipr that weould duplicabe the tll scale
shig. You'd save time, Yiou d save Moy

He said, “Mo. 1 want o show the workd
that | can do what nobody has ever dore.” |
say bo that, “F*ck that, asshoba,™

The real Fitzcarralda's ship was anly 35
tons. He had it dsmanted and carried acnoss
the jungle. Herzog wanted to ousdo the real
Fitzcarraldio. That's crazy.

Fang: Did Hersmg's eshondor sirkoe ywou a5
i@ particulary odd?

Kinski: Mo, Herzog's ahwaws been like that
He did strange things when we waere filming
Aguirng 12 years ago. He wanted us to do
suicidal things, But he dedn count on rme. |
wiauldn't get trapped like the others.

W weere supposed 10 go donwn the jungle
rapids in a rafi. The local nathes wene saying
“¥ou'll die! You can't do thatt™' Hermog
dismissed them, He was in a motorboaal. |
wars fn thee darminesd raftwith oser 40 pownds
of armr on, If | had fallen into the water, |
wouldn't have been able to.swim. The rafi
ran inbo a tres, Yo were In waker up tooour
waists, | started cutting ry armior off. Heresog
tesed e B sbogn, T kesep it on, D yelied back
“F*ck wou®™ He didr't care about me, He
filmed the entire scene, with me cursing at
him amd cutting off my armor, Later, he
prlayesd that one scens in Germamy betone the
Mo opened. He was alresty creabing
legends years ago. Mel | think a moie, §it's
good, will create s own begend once it
CHHT
Fang: Do you dishike Hersog?

Kirnski: Mo, He's a highly taberted guy. He
dives very good mosies and he's nod the sort
of person who abaays talks in bullshit, He
cloess rivay, marny things rght. But he's ako
sick. Obsessed. He wanis 1o make histony
ot miovies, Anyone whio wants o make
history is stupid

Famg: W'hy eficd you deova morvie like Android?
Kimski: | thought itwas a clever lithe mowvie. It
&5 the first movie Ive done that children might
like, The greatest thing in the world is fo do
something for children H



